‘These articles and information is brought to you by The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club, For more information please 
contact us at; 


bhup://autos.groups.vahoo.com/group/1937and1938Buicks! 
WWW. 1937and1938Buicks.com 


-- Warning Notice -- 


It the mission and goal of 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club is to provide information, helpful hints, advice, directions and 
reference information for the repair, maintenance, authentic restoration and knowledge development in regards to 
1937 and 1938 Buick’s, Content is offered as informational only. 


‘The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club does not knowingly accept false or misleading content or advertising, Nor does The 
1937 and 1938 Buicks Club assume any responsibility for the consequences that may occur should any such material 
appear. 


‘The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club does not guarantee the quality of any information which is included in this or any 
other publication, Under no circumstances shall The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club be liable for any damages, losses, 
or injuries resulting from use reliance on the content of this or any other publication, Any reliance on this or any 
other publication content is at your own risk 


Asa precautionary measure, The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club strongly recommends that you contact a professional 
‘mechanic or restoration shop to check your work or answer specific questions 


-- Copyright Notice -- 


All rights reserved. All documents and publications on The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club web site or that can be down 
loaded from The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club web site are protected under both U.S. Federal copyright law and 
international treaties. No component of this site, including text, images and computer code, may not be reproduced 
or copied in any form or by any means-~electronic, graphic, digital or mechanical, including photocopying or 
information storage & retrieval systems-without the express prior written permission of The 1937 and 1938 Buicks 
Club. 
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THE NEWS PUBLICATION FOR MEMBERS OF THE 1937-1938 BUICK CLUB 


VOLUME XI - 


The 9th Cylinder 


NUMBER7Z + JULY / AUGUST - 1993 


We've come to the end of an important subscrip- 
tion year for the club. Bill Olson (#427) stepped 
down as Editor. Your new team took over pro- 
ducing the Torque Tube so the club would con- 
tinue with a smooth transition 
Our roster has grown so that now 
we have 462 members worldwide! 

Publishing the Torque 
Tube is a team effort, As Editor, 1 
take care of the finances and the 
mail that comesin, inquiries, new 
subscriptions, letters from mem- 
bers, writing articles etc, here in 
Los Altos, CA. Dug Waggoner 
(#10) does the design, layout and 
type production for each issue in 
Berkeley, CA. The camera-ready 
artwork is sent to Bill Olson in 
Columbus, Ohio, Bill then takes 
itto the printer where it's printed, bound, stuffed 
into envelopes with mailing labels attached and 
mailed. Bill also takes care of mailing the Torque 
Tube to our international members. 

Jim Flack (1499) is responsible for the 
membership data base, mailing labels and the 
yearly roster. George Canavan (#806) keeps 
track of our advertisers and when they need 
billing, Don Micheletti (#250) is the person 1 
turn to when I need technical help. Wayne Chan 


It’s 
RENEWAL 
TIME! 
Please 
Do It NOW... 
before you 
Forget! 


(#140) isa great writer who sometimes edits my 
articles and contributes articles of his own. None 
of us receive any payment for our efforts, We do 
it because we love 1937 and 1938 Buicks and 
want thecluband the Torque Tube, 
to continue in it's present form. 

Most subscriptions expire 
with this issue. If your envelope 
mailing label says “Expires 93", 
your subscription is due! Please 
fill out the membership/roster 
form enclosed and return it with 
your check. The information you 
give about your car(s) is used for 
the roster. And even if your sub- 
scription doesn’t expire now, you 
may have added some new cars to 
your stable, so send itin, With the 
production and mailing costs at 
$2,000 per issue, we need 400 members to break 
even, I feel that with 462 members we can keep 
our present renewal fee at $30 U.S.,$31 Canada, 
$42 Europe and South America and $50 for 
everybody else. This is based upon everybody 
renewing, so please return that form now. 

A Special Thanks is due all the members 
who have sent in articles, photos, letters of 
encouragement or other material. Your contri- 
butions are greatly appreciated. 


The New Zealand Vintage Car Club (NZVCC) 
will be celebrating their 50th anniversary in 
Christchurch, N.Z. The celebration features 5 
days of Monte Carlo Motoring (?) on the South 
Island’s traffic free roads through some of the 
Then, all roads 


world’s most beautiful scenery 
lead to Christchurch fora fur- 
ther 7 days of Hub and Op 
tional Rallying. There willalso 
be a swap meet, speed event 
and entertainment and it will 
take place in February, 1996, 
February is in the middle of 
their summer, so if you want 
to beat the cold here in the 
U.S.A, New Zealand lookslike 
4 great place to spend winter 
My wil 
months there in 1969.and suill 
talks 
enjoyed her visit and how 


about how much she 


friendly everyone was. There 
Will be some cars available for 
Visitors to borrow, (lilte a ‘38 Buick Holden?) but 
you need to apply early. For more information, 
you should contact GJ. Letica at 26 Dunraven 
Place, Torbay, Auckland 1310, New Zealand. 


In June, my wife and I spent.a couple of 
weeks in Colorado. While there I visited two 
owners of 1938 Buick Century coupes, One was 
Harry Thompson Jr. in Greeley, Colorado, about 
an hour's drive north of Denver 

Harry bought and raced his non-side 
mounted 38-668 when he was 
ateenager around 1960, Itis 
notrunning but kept garaged, 
The car has been changed 
from factory original with a 
light blue paint job, 
dashboard, and blue and 
white naugahyde upholstery 
including the jump seats, 

Harry's favorite year Buick 
is 1941. He has8 1941 Buicks 
plus 11 post-war models. 
Most do not appear to be in 
running condition and some 
are parked outside 
3 An all original 1938 Cen- 
tury Coupe was found an 
hoursdrive south of Denver. The coupe together 
with a 1938 Special slant back sedan Model 47 
are in the backyard of a Colorado Springs home. 
For more details, see the article on the Cover Car. 
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‘The TORQUE TUBE is published bi-monthly for the enjoyment of the 1937-1938 Buick Club. 
Membership dues are $30.00 per year US, $31.00 (US) per year Canada; for overseas and multi- 
year rates please contact the editor. All memberships run from September 1 to August 31 of the 
next year. Dues are not prorated; however, persons joining during a membership year prior to 
June 1 receive all issues since the preceding annual starting date of September 1 


Please send all articles, ads subscriptions and inquires, etc. to: 


THE TORQUE TUBE 
1005 RILMA LANE 
LOS ALTOS, CA 94022 
Editor. Harry Logan, #651 
Att Director. .Dug Waggoner, # 10 Don Micheletti, #250 
Contributing Editor. . Wayne Chan, #140 jim Flack, #499 
Contributing Editor. Bill Olson, #427 Advertising Editor....... George Canavan, #806 
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1957p 1938 


WICK CLY 


MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL / ROSTER INFORMATION 1993-1994 


All the memberships run from September I to August 31 of the following year: If your membership 
expires this year (see the expiration date on your Torque Tube mailing label) please take action 
immediately. This is the only renewal notice you will receive. Whether your membership expires 
this year or not, please take the a minute to review the information in the new rooster that came 
with this issue if the Torque Tube. Fill out this form to corvect any mistakes you find. If you don’ 
Jill out this form or mail itin with your check, we will assume that the current information is correct 


DUES: ONE YEAR ——————————__ 
$30.00 Canada $31.00 Europe /South Africa $42.00 — Hsewhere $50.00 
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| All Torque Tubes’ are mailed “First Class” and overseas issues are mailed “Air Mail-Printed Matter” unless 
| "Surface Mail” is requested. For all Overseas “Surface Mail”; pay the same rate as indicated for Canada, 
! ALL PAYMENTS MUST BE IN U.S. FUNDS 

| Please make check or money order payable to: 193771938 BUICK CLUB 

| Send this form with check or money order to 

| 1937/1938 BUICK CLUB 

| 1005 Rilma Lane 

| Los Altos, CA 94022 
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—— Either tear out and complete this page or send in just the information on a separate sheet 


(OFFICE USE ONLY 
Last Name Member Number Expires 


First Name Spouse Name 


Company Name (if necessary for mailing label) 
Street Address 


City State 
Country ip. 


Home Phone ( —) Work Phone ( 

Car tl Year Model Mfg Condition 
Car #2 Year| Model Mfg. Condition 
Car #3. Year Model Mig Condition 
Car #4 Year Model Mfg. Condition 
Car #5 Yea Model Mfg Condition 


Please list 1937 or 1938 Buick Automobiles ONLY. Also list your vehicles condition on a scale from 
1 (poor) to 10 (mint or totally restored) or an * (asterisk) if the car is undergoing total restoration 
In the “Mfg.” column, please indicate if the car is "GM" (US.), "Mcl.” (Canadian McLaughlin), 
“Hldn* (Australian Holden), Brewster, GM-SA, Flexible or “Custom” for any other coachwork, 
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This unrestored 1938 Century Sport Coupe Model 66S sits forlornly in George Schimmack’s 
back yard in Colorado Springs, CO. It's interesting to look into the soul's of what used to be 
someones pride and joy. You can almost read these cars like a book when you stop and observe 
things like the wear on the pedals, items in the glove box, under the seats and in the trunk 


HIGHLY RESTORABLE 


mn oF 


By Harry Logan 


A 1938 Buick Special Model 47 and Century Sport Coupe Model 665 sit waiting for restoration. George 
Schimmack has owned the cars since the early 1980's. The Special will be used as a parts car for the coupe 
when restoration starts. Hopefully George will part out whats left of the hapless Special Jour door sedan, 


° MORO RA is arent gr 


Someone cut out the trunk and rear windows of the car making the sedan into a kind of panel uruck. There's 
still some hay in it where G 


on e's dog use to sleep. In it's “Heyday”, I bet this car could really “HAUL 
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Here’s one way to remove the taillights....cut them out! I can see the surprised look on the guy's face when 


he opened up the box of parts he ordered. I wonder if the wiring was cut with the same tool? 


This car once has a beautiful wood grained dash, which is barely visible now. Notice the correct 1938 
Century dash and window molding stainless trim. The 1938 Specials do not have this trim 
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BUICK CITY 


THE END OF THE STORY 


The last two issues featured articles using photos from a Buick promotional 
magazine titled “TOOLED UP FOR VOLUME.” Here is the third and last 
article featuring 1937 production photos with their original captions. 


“An important step in axle assemble is that of 
locking the axle shaft in the differential.” 
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his Buick veteran with 25 years of service to his credit, assembles the Torque Tube and its 
rear-axle gears. Special indicators help him check pinion setting and backlash with precise 
accuracy. The torque tube is one of the most important features of Buick design. Itis likewise 
an exclusive feature, Buick being the only automobile manufacturer that uses it. Itis the keel 


of the “battleship” and because of it Buick this year has coil spring rear suspension rather 
than the leaf type of springing, one of the major advances in the industry this year.” 


“Both fit and finish must be checked on many of the sheet metal parts stamped out in this 
department. Here a veteran inspector lines up a hood panel on a checking jig before passing 
it on. Each part must pass similar careful inspection 
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After careful spraying with Duco, the fender pauses while a burly polisheradds satiny sheen with | 
his whirring buffer-wheel.. In a few moments it will be weady for final assembly 
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1938 CENTURY 
THREE WINDOW COUPE? 


By Harry Logan (#651) 


Re te 4 f 
A local newspaper ad for a 1938 Buick three window coupe attracted my attention, so I took a look and a 
testdrive. The car had the quarter windows filledin sometime in ts life. I've since learned that it was owned 


by Gary Stafford (#588) of Ventura, CA. in the 1960's 


This is the way the Buick Design Division had intended tory rear quarter windows should appear 
This very nice blue 38-665 belongs to Howard De Rusha (# of Edmonds, WA. Howard has purchased 
side mounts and welled fenders and plans to add them to his car at some future date. 
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IN MINIATURE 


By Wayne L. Chan (#140) 

One of the many facets of the old car ture vehicles is rooted in the psychology of 
hobby involves the collecuon of “Automobilia.” having a palpable symbol of your vehicle or a 
This term usually means automotive literature, much admired vehicle belonging to someone 
souvenirs to promote sales of automobiles, else. Envy has a great deal to do with this mania. 
pumps, dealer signs, photos, toys and models yymbols of late 1930's Buicks have been 

Long before | ever was able to afford the — somewhat rare in my wanderings. Buick Motor 
old car hobby, I was collecting toysand models. Division supported National Products of Chi- 
Having come from a basically “Buick family,” cago as early as 1939 in producing promotional 
toys and models that re- model vehicles and in- 
sembled or were Buicks deed, this company pro- 
were always somewhat duced models of the 
more precious. How- 1939, 1940, 1941, 1947, 
ever, that used car loton = 1949, and 1950 cars. 
my dresser top during Banthrico made larger 
boyhood times held an 1952-1956 models 
assortment of makes. AMT used plastic to 

Thecollection of « model vehicles from 
miniature vehicles has 1954-1970. A company 
been for many years a whichisasyet unknown 
very substantial hobby to me revised the pro- 
in Europe, butin the past motional Buick model 
twelve to fifteen years, in 1989 with a Regal 
American collectors coupe and a Reatta, Toy 
have playedagreaterand companies would occa. 
greater role in todays miniature auto hobby sionally produce Buicks such as the 1939 Dinky 

Among my many automotive related in- Toys Roadmaster sedan and Tootsietoy made a 
terests, the toy and model car obsession hasbeen small 1940 coupe and a small phaeton 
most long-lived. I have actively collected minia- Lam a life long 1937-1938 Buick fanatic 
lure automobiles for almost a quarter of acen- but the pickings have always been slim for the 
tury. My collection numbersaround 3,000-,000  tay/model collector. However, I would like to 


items, all scales, all media. The theme of my — shareafewof the items in my collection with you 
collection is antique American cars withempha- through these photos and promotional pages! | 
sis on Buicks. Collecting miniature vehicles is hope you will enjoy this hobby as much as | do. 


Inthe photo above w 1938 Buick Sport Sedan is towing a period trailer: This toy-like model is carved from 
pine by Randy Lee of San Francisco. The car has red wooden hubs and white rubber tires that roll. Randy 
Lee is well known among Northern California toy collectors for his skill im woodworking and toy 
restorations. While this toy has it’s proportional distortions, there is no doubt that it represents a 1938 
Buick. There is a 1938 Trunk emblem on the lid! (Ed. You could say one might “pine” for a 1938 model) 
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This is a 15 inch long hardwood model of the real car that sits proudly in my garage: a 1937 Model 48. 
The model car is painted as my real car is: Carot Beige/red wheels (yes, my father’s 1937 Buick was this 
color combination—Spring color??). This wonderful model was created by Jim Means of Antioch, 


California, Jim is well known as the person who carves the miniature stage coaches for Wells Fargo Bank! 
Again, there are proportional and shape distortions, but aside from that, what memories this 
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This really beautiful wood carving is of a 1938 665. lt measures between 13 and 14 inches, and is carved 
by Charles Leak, Jr- of Detroit, Michigan. Mr. Leak at the time he was carving these models in the early 
tomid 1980's, was an interior designer for Ford Motor Company. The artist intended his works to be “folk 
art” and not true scale models as the absence of door handles seems to attest! But there is no mistaking the 
artist's sense of automotive shape and proportion. When one realizes that this model was created from 
pictures, this piece is really awesome! As a matter of fact the pictures were of Harry Logan's 665 before 
Harry owned it! 


imilar to the car grew up in as a boy. My father owned 


Again a Charles Leak creation of a 1937 model 47 
the real car until 1948. My photo study was based on acar in the local Buick Club chapter and{or variation, 
Task that this model be stained dark. Both the 1938 (left) and this 1937 have interiors with dashboards, 
steering wheels, and seats.....and the wheels can be rolled! Other Charles Leak models in my collection: 
1936 Buick 66C, top up; 1953 Buick Skylark, top up; 1980 Buick Skylark two door sedan; 1950 Oldsmobile 
Club Coupe; 1941 Cadillac 60S; 1985 Mustang GT hatchback and a 1986 Taurus Gl 
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he longer one does any 

thing, the more humbled 

one becomes at his lack 

of knowledge. Imaginemy 
amazement when in the February 1993 
Antique Toy World, author Rex Barrett 
writes an av ticle on three pre-World War 
II Japanese tin cars, one of which is a 
foot-long toy of a 1937 Buick four door 
sedan! Even the grille has a script Buick 
8 like the real thing! I recently asked a 
friend who is somewhat of an authority 
on the tin Japanese automotive toy what 
he thought the tin Buick was worth? 
Answer, $10,000, if one is available! 
Some five to ten years ago, Jack 
Herbert, wrung for the Antique Toy 
World, shaved a picture and a descrip- 
tion of a Japanese tin 1937 Buick coupe! 


So, afterall these years, the world knows 
that there really were toys of 1937 Buicks! 
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BUICK 1938, TYPE CENTURY 


Condute ntéreure 70 Temple cabriolet sport 7 
Touring sedan Canvertbie Streamine sport phaeton 

Lmausine (Cabrolet. vertung 

Guida nterore Torpedo cabriolet sport 


‘Condute inténeure Pompers 76 Conduite ntériure Taxi 7 
Tourhg sedan Fire begae Tounng sean Tas! 
Limousine Feuerwet Umousine Tax 


Guida interiors Pomgvert Gucia ntenore Taw 


Finally, Ihave saved the best news for last! In the past decade, Rextoys, a French maker of diecast cars has 
been creating 1/43rd scale miniatures of 1938 to 1940 Cadillac V-16s, 1935 Chrysler Airflows and most 
recently, the 1935 Ford lineup. I must share with you my unbridled joy, when I recently opened the most 
current Rextoy catalog and found proposals for aflect of miniature 1938 Buick Centuries! Yes, amodel 60C, 
61, , 66C, 665, 67. and the 61 made into U.S. Army, fire chief, taxi, and two highway patrol versions: onc 
for California andone for Texas. Imagine—to appear at your local toy storesin the hopefully not too distant 
Juture and affordable too ($25 to $35/car)! I MUST HAVE DIED AND GONE TO HEAVEN! 
Havefun! 
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Australian Wonder from Down Under 


Here is one 
with his 
verhauled the dit forhisd 
y and runs OK, bi 


they call K 
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SMPARISON KORNER 


By Hany Logan 


Recently, I spotted a beautifully restored blue 1938 Cadillac Series 60 Touring 
Sedan. It has a 130 hp V-8 engine, 124 inch wheel base and uses the same body 
from the firewall back as the 1938 Buick Century Model 61. Because of their 
similarities, I thought it would be interesting to compare the Buick with Cadillac, 
the top of the GM line! The photo below is Al Lovi’s (#994) beautiful 1938 Century 
4 door trunk back sedan. It has a 141 hp straight 8 engine and a wheel base of 127 
inches, I'd like to see what the Cad V-8 and a Century could do in the quarter mile 
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CADILLAC vs. BUICK 


The 1938 Cadillac used a solid gray painted dashboard. Note that Cadillac 
changed to a column shift in 1938 while Buick waited until 1939. The Buick 
automatic shift doesn't count here. The steering wheel is similar to the 1936 Buick 
steering wheel. Als Century, below, features an original wood grained dash (some 
models had the chevron pattern), floor shift and a steering wheel with a horn ring, 
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CADILLAC vs. BUICK 


These shots really show that both cars used the same body. Cadillac had the license plate 
mounted on the tail light while the Buicks is on the trunk. The Cadillac’s gas cap is on the right 
rear fender while Buick's ts hidden under a small lid on the left fender. This 38-61 belongs to 
Charles Jekofsky gon, D.C Well, which one do you like best? According 
tothe Old Cars W ondition Cadillac Series 60 Sedan is worth $13,000 
more than a 
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Thave been going to most of the Buick Nationals 
since 1978 and have yet to see a number one 
condition '37 or "38 Buick Century. 1 mean acar 
that is like new and just like it left the factory. 
Supply, demand and condition should control 
prices. Old Car’s Price Guide get their prices from 
auctions. I'll bet they never ever saw a like new 
authentic 1937 or 1938 Buick Century Convert- 
ible, Even if they did, it doesn’t mean the price is 
all itis worth, It only means that the buyers that 
day, that were there, would not give any more for 
the car. The buyers at any auction do not repre- 
sent the whole nation. 

The reason they can price modern cars is 
they are readily available all over the U.S.A. Not 


Lars Gulliksrud (#1013) 
Ludvig Darstensvei 14 
1064 Oslo, Norway 
(O11) 47 22 30 8423 
1937-61 


My thoughts on using 
Antique Car Price Guides 


By Joe Giordano (#333) 


so fora lotof antique cars. If have an antique car 
for sale and someone tells me what it's worth in 
the Price Guide, l tell them why bother me. They 
should instead call the Price Guide people and 
ask them where it is. 
The bottom line is that all 
1937 and 1938 Buicks are underpriced! 


(Editor: Until | looked up the Buick and Cadillac 
prices inthe Old Car's Price Guide, Ihadno idea the 
price spread was so great. Joe Giordano recently 
sent me a.couple letters on this subject. He has been 
working at automotive body repair and painting for 
cover 45 years and has owned 8'37 and '38 Buicks, 
not counting parts cars.) 


Victor Lane (#1014) 
Tai-Bach, Cymdu, 
Uanrhaeadr Y.M. 
(Nr. Oswestry, Salop) 
SY10 OEF, Wales 

United Kingdom 

1937 McLaughlin Special 
Convertible Sedan 

with English Maltby body 
called “The Redfern Tourer” 
Restoration in progress! 
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n October of 1991, I purchased a 1937 
Century Sports Coupe Model 665 from 
Hershey. Knowing it had been hit hard 
and repaired on the drivers side, I still 

found it to bea Buick worth restoring. It sat for 

another year in storage and then last October I 

decided it was time to start my restoration 

As the dismantling progressed I realized 
to do u perfect job would require a total frame 
up restoration. 

In the photo on the right, we're repairing 
the frame on the drivers side that had been bent 
and a poor repair job dé ther inspection 
revealed the body to be in pretty good shape 
except for w few holes in the rear floor, At this 
point F felt good about my investment 

After weeks and months of sand ble 
banging, yrinding 
the body was teully shaping up 
time to put it together again, the motor, Wanny 
brake lines and gas tan the restored 
frame. And finally, put on the body. Now that this mess looks like a Buick again, it$ time to get down 
to the fun part, finding where everything goes that you took off. Any of you who have been involved 
ina project like this knows itis (ruly a labor of love. 1 will keep you informed as to my progress 
and hopefully, in the near future be seen driving my beautifully restored 1937 Century 


canalinng, an 


all 


By Terry King (#826) 


Terry and Annie King of Los Angeles 
and their 1938 Buick Special Model 47 Slant 
Back Sedan. On the bottom of one ash tray 
Terry found a 6/28/43 lube sticker showing 
25,180 miles, The door jam sticker showed 
the car was in Chadron, Nebraska 25 years 
ago. Only the driver's area shows wear and 
tear. The little Borg clock pamphlet still 
hangs from its red string inside the glove box. 

1938 autos sported balloon fenders 
and balloon construction created jagged city 
skylines, Speed stripes and upswept design 
lines were “it” in industrial design. Thorton 
Wilder’s classic play “Our Town” was hot off 
the presses. Fascism was aboil, The first 
nylon product, the toothbrush, was offered 
to the masses as radio listeners panicked en 
masse during Orson Well’s “War of the 
Worlds” broadcast. Los Angeles’ anthem 
“Hooray For Hollywood” was released and it 
was bravo and kudos for the new line of 
streamlined Buicks. 
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TESTING ANTIQUE CARS 


By Harry Logan (#651) 
This story was prompted by aJune, 1939 Consumer's Union (CU) articleon testing used (now our antique) 
cars, Incidentally, CU lists the 1934 to 1938 Buick Special and 1936 to 1938 Buick Century as one of its 
First Choices in the Medium-sized and Large Cars categories. Thanks to Bob Mitchell (#946) for sending 
in this CU article, The following is an excerpt from that article 


EASY TO PERFORM USED CAR TESTS 


Et 


1. Steering Gear: With the front wheels 
pointing straightahead, move thesteering wheel 
back and forth with thumb and finger. If free 
movementofthe steering wheel, 
before the front wheels begin to 
move, is more than two-and-a- 
half inches (measured on the 
rim) the steering gear or con- 
nections are too loose for safety. 
2, Loose Wheels: Stand be- 
side a front wheel, grasp itat the 
top with both hands and shake it 
to and from you. If you feel a 
slack and hear a clucking noise, 
either the front wheel bearings 
are loose or the kingpins on which the wheels 
swing are worn, which will usually cause tire 
wear, shimmy or poor steering, 

3. Clutch: Push the clutch pedal with one 
finger. There should be at least an inch of 
relatively free movement. If there is none, the 
clutch may be badly worn and may have been 
damaged by slipping. 

4. Clutch: Start the engine. (Itshould warm 
up without intermittent clicks or sharp knocks 
from piston slap.) When it is warm, engage 
high gear, set the brakes hard, gradually open 
the throttle, and engage the clutch slowly. The 
engine should stall the moment the clutch is 
fully engaged unless the clutch is slipping. 


5. Brakes: Sit behind the wheel and push 
downand hold the brake pedal for halfaminute. 
If the pedal gives way slowly, look for leaks in 
the hydraulic system 

6. Brakes: Release the steer- 
ing wheel when the car is trav- 
elingabout 20m.p.h, and apply 
the brakes hard. If the car 
swerves to one side the brakes 
need adjusting 

7. Starter: Remove the coil 
wire to prevent the engine from 
starting. Engage the starter (by 
pressing down on the accelera- 
tor pedal or a push button on 
modified Buicks) for a short time, and then let 
the engine come to rest. Repeat 8 or 10 times. 
Burred or broken teeth on the flywheel starter 
gear will clash or grind, or prevent the starter 
from engaging. 

8. Blowing Smoke: Warm up the engine and 
have someone else race it momentarily. If light 
blue smoke appears at the rear of the car, oil is 
getting by the piston rings or valve guides. 

9. Asevere test for engine adjustment: Slow 
down 10 3 m.p.h. in high gear, using the brake 
if necessary. Release brake and depress the 
accelerator. If the engine picks up smoothly 
without bucking or hesitation, condition of the 
valves, valve guides, low speed carburetion, 
and ignition system is satisfactory. 


TORQUE TUBE JULY / AUGUST 1993 


Based upon my experience in buying 
antique cars, I'd add a few more checks. First, 
I'd remove the valve cover. If the car has only 
been started from time to time and not been 
brought up to operating temperature, you may 
find rusted rocker arms and stalactites forming 
in the top of the rocker arm cover due to 
condensation. I did! 

T'd also ask the owner for permission to 
doa compression check. This could save youa 
Jot of money later on. The readings should be 
from 110 to 118 pounds with a6 pound unifor- 
mity between cylinders according to the 1938 
Buick Service Manual. 

Check the motor serial number to be 
sure the engine is correct for the car using the 
chart below from the “Motor Manual book”. 

Also check the frame number. On 1938 


Buicks that number will tell you at which plant 
your car wasassembled. Here isa good trick you 
can use to memorize where 1938 and later 
Buicks were assembled . Just remembering that 
a first digit of 1 = Flint, Michigan, 2 =South 
Gate, California and 3 = Linden, New Jersey. 
Notice in the same chart below that the first 
diget of the motor number indicates what series 
itis. (4=Special, 6=Century, 8=Roadmaster and 
9zLimited. 

Also, I'd crawl under the car with a 
Nashlight. Better yet, put the car on a hoist, 
Look for loose parts, rust and leaks or anything 
else that’s not right such as modifications, 

If the car fails any of these checks and 
you still want it, the owner should see that 
you're are a serious buyer and you should now 
be able to negotiate a lower price. 


FRAME KUMBE MOTOR NUMBER 
1937 | Elght....... 2999457 3166226 
to 
3219847 4-3396836 
Eight.....- 72999487 63176226 
to 
3218847 63396836 
Eight.....+- 2899487 83176225 
to to 
3219847 8-3396836 
2999487 ‘9-31 76225 
to 
8-9396836 
7938 | Special Eight... 43396937 
to 
1-3388546 | 4-672651 
Century Eight... 63396837 
to 
6-3644292 
Roadmaster Eight... 63396937 
or to 
| (c)2-3238767 |__ 8-3544292 
Limited Eight. to '$-3396937 
2-9386843 to | 
aw 8-2644282 
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ADJUSTING THE STARTER SOLENOID RELAY 


By Harry Logan (#651) 

My car starts by pushing down on the work. So I removed the solenoid from the 
accelerator pedal, but thestarter workedsome- starter and set it on my workbench. Next I 
times and sometime it didn't. As the starter checked the air gap between the open relay 
had recently been rebuilt by RBR Electronics, contacts with a feeler gauge and it was be 
Tsuspected maybe the vacuum switch wasnot tween the specified limits of .025" to ,045 " 
working. I shorted it out with a jumper wire Lalso measured the air gap between the 
with the ignition on, That should cause the relay armature (the metal piece you push with 
starter to turn, but nothing happened. When- your finger to close the relay) and the top of 
ever I tried to start the car either by pressing the relay’s pole piece, It should measure 010" 
the accelerator pedal or shorting the vacuum to .013" with the points closed (by pushing 
switch, I could hear the starter solenoid relay with your finger). Mine was way olf, so 1 
click indicating the vacuum switch and the loosened thetwosmall adjusting screws which 
solenoid relay were working. allow you to raise or lower the armature to get 

Then I pushed down on the relay con- the correct setting. That did the trick. Now 
tactswith my fingerand the carstarted. Itried my car start every time! 
this several times and each TUNE-UP TIP: Pushing the relay 
Lime the car started, Other- with your finger makes an easy way to 
wise it wouldn't. Then Itried i 
fi turn the motor as you watch the dis- 
iling the relay contacts to i ‘ ri f 
rari deni ocrondayad too? tributor cam bring the points to their 


the starter still wouldn't ‘ widest gap before adjusting them.. 


pRONTAST. OPENING 
.025"-.045" 


AIR GAP .010"-.013" 
POINTS CLOSED. 


TORQUE TUBE JULY / AUGUST 1993 


EDITORS NOTE 


If It’s easier for you to place a phone ad, 
just call and dictate it to me 


My number is (415) 941-8587 
day or evening or leave it on my 
‘answering machine if 'm not home. 


FOR SALKB 
k SI, 

Set of Original Sill Plates for 1938 to 1940 90 Series. 

Need minor work and plating for show. : $75. 

Joe Giordano (#333) 

131 N. Stewart Road 

Liberty, MO 64068 

(816) 781-5570 


All parts are from a 1937 Special 

Engine $300. 
Complete Rear End 

Includes axles, 4.4 differential, driveshaft, torque tube springs, axle housing, 
backing plates, brake shoes and cylinders $100. 
Front Suspension 

Includes A frames, springs, brake drums, backing plates, brake shoes 

and cylinders. Make Offer. 


Bill Bicknell 
7055 Dayton Road 
Emon, Ohio 45323 
(513) 864-5224 


oe ee 


TORQUE 
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@ Excellent 1937 Nose Center 
Stainless Strip. Have 1938 center 
strip I would trade or I will buy it 


\ 

' 

| 

outright. '@ allow for small dents | 
on the bottom end | 
Joe Giordano (#333) | 
131 N. Stewart Rd. 1 
Liberty, MO 64068 } 
\ 

i 


(816) 781-5570 


1937 Century Right Front 
(non-welled) Fender. 
Two 1937 Century 15" rims. 


31830 Scott Court 
Warren, MI 48093 
(313) 979 0734 


1 
1 
| 
1 
1 
Steve Rinke (#854) I 
| 
1 
1 
i 


1937 90 Series Gas Tank 


Bob Hamro( #775) 
3241 Williams Rd. 
San Jose, CA 95117 
(408) 246-0239 


FOR 1938 CENTURY 


° 


oe 


Running Board Cores 

in sound condition for re-vulcanizing 
Front Bumper Badge 

Vacuum Advance Unit-Prefer NOS 
Bill Denney (#863) 

22 Scarborough Way 

Dunbogan 2443, N.S.W. 
Australia 

065-599047 


1938 “CENTURY” Lettering 
for Hood Louvers. Need 2 that 
are in good restorable condition. 


Tom Schuttish (#6) 

460 Duncan Street 

San Francisco, CA 94131 
(415) 285-8217 
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1% Windshield Rubber 1” Sendioryournew Sil calaogl | 


1% Vent Window Rubber | ctr 
 Runningboard Mat H Steele Frere 


Suspension Rubber | cy 


% Rebuild Motor Mount | Sie 
U arts Weebommentczeg | Zp 
yur winning tor 
Svawardtcayooag | Hwee 


weal 


| 

| 

| 

L Oh | 

j 1 % Convertible Roo all | romans | 
fd uIc % Quarter Window — | hang H 
¥ DoorWeattestip | pdiess 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


peramwmremam 800/544-8665 


Perfectly Recast ; 
STEERING ight 
WHEELS 1953 


1936 Thru 1947 
Je usec WIRING HARNESSES 


Must 
Speaty year AUTHENTIC REPRODUCTION 
WIRING SYSTEMS THRU 1953 
HANOCRAFTED WITH THE 
2 
JB | de ynaldson Co Poet 
2533 W Cypress Phoenix. Arizona 85009 LIMITED WARRANTY 
INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS 
SCHEMATICS 
ALSO OFFERING 
WIRING SUPPLIES 
| BRAIDING SERVICE 
;ATALOG OR INFORMATION $2 | 


Matley Woodgraining Service 
3119SE. Spyglass Dr. | oils ML 
Vancouver, Washington 98684 | ay d» 
(206) 254-1944 | : 


(602) 278-4505 


—=— 


BOX 435 WAYNE, PA. 19087 
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ANNOUNCING THE NEW 
] OFFICIAL 
) 1937-1938 BUICK CLUB 


anne 
>) ESHIRTS & CAPs 


Be the first in your neighborhood to acquire and own a New 
1937-1938 BUICK CLUB T-SHIRTS, Haines Quality USA made, 


}\ \white with te dark blue Cub Logo over the pocket and 2 color 
\ (dark bluc/ red) emblem on the back so every one will who 
you are (a proud 1937/1938 Buick owner) coming or going! 


The same Club Logo appears on our CLUB CAPS 
that is adjustable 
To order, send check or m 


the back to fit even the largest egos! 
rey order (US equivalent) payable to: 


BILL SCHAEFFER 
\ \ 2500 S. Fairview Road, Suite M 
Santa Ana, California 92704, USA 


T-SHIRTS CAPS 
LARGE and X-LARGE..........$12.00 One size fits ALI 
XXLARGE...sserssseensssernsseen $14.00 Shipping for any order. 
All profits will be sent to our 1937-1938 Buick Club 


-$ 3.00 


Pomona Swap, Rood 19 © Spot 20.825 


G.E. 


| 
ANTIQUE CREATIONS | 

Specialist in Classic Car Restoration of 

STAINLESS / ALUMINUM MOULDING « METAL POLISHING * POT METAL WELDING =| 
GRILLS * BUMPERS * HUB CAPS * REPLACEMENT OF MOULDING STUDS | 
AND THE UST GOES ON. | 

We Re-SKIN CENTER HOOD STRIP with Heavier Stainless Stee! for ..$100. i 

i} 

| 


r 
i} 
i} 
| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 


GONZALO 
10721 FOREST STREET (310) 946-2664 
[__SANTAN FE SPRINGS, CA 90670 Emerg, Oniy (310) 688-2504 
Purtial or Complete 
Sone Quality Restorations 
= a $825 South Se q 
RS Vorimgfiet. Th 
vperonces Ava 
20 Yaar Expertence 
fauly insured 


eg pen Days 
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FRONT FLOORMAT 
1897-98 Ser, 40-60 
Black or Brown 
FP SPB oo. $175. 


DOOR WEATHERSEAL-SPONGE 


Cen OST $1708 : 
GipinsWe0. Sa 
DOOR BOTTOM SEAL v3 
Sip iyp owsee S108 
THUNK SEALSEOANS. 17 vide YY 
Ser 8000. WS $2050 

Sudan 314 Wise 

Swiben. TWa7's.__sea50 
TRUNK SEAL For COUPES. 16 . 

Soong Ta eon DP 

CLUTCH and BRAKE PEDALS Sens 00 

Be BSR aeso0a 

Gow 6B3406N. ssanen 

Serer 8080. cBaeek vaen (a 
Brown CB.228N sascea a 


PEDAL FLOOR SEALS: At Mod . 
ee 
{807 ONLY ACCELERATOR PEDALS Seas 
70 Back, APTI. $2700 
Brown. APSTON Bem 


‘SHIFT BOOT. 1937-38 Series 40 ONLY! 


Black... S8-9408K. $950 
Brown... $8-3488N, $1050 
‘TIE:ROD ENDS. 1997-38 Series 40 
Loft Hand THREADS. TE-971L.....$27.00 
Fight Hand THREADS, TE-S71A_— $27.00 
FUEL PUMP KITS ; SER, 40 FK-26....$25.00 
‘Serles 60-80-90... FK-116 .. $3000. 
CARB, KITS (CARTER... CK-980C $25,00 
STROMBERG CK-37XS $2600 


TORQUE BALL SEAL KIT. ALL MODELS 
TBK 343, $2800 


1997 Ser, 40:60 Front Qoor VENT Window 
REGULATORS... VWR37.. $65. pe. 


'SUNVISOR BRACKETS For 40-50-60 Closed 
Cars... VB-370, $45 pr 


‘ARM FIESTS (door) METAL BRACKET and 
‘SPONGE not covered, $27 ea. 


q*B 


VISOR "VANITY" MIRROR. VM-969.....$25. 08, 


BOB'S AUTOMOBILIA BOX 2119 ATASCADERO CA. 93423 TELEPHONE (805) 434-2963 


BOBS 


ae 434-2963 
WATS 1957-38 Seres 


RUNNING BOARD RUBBER 


‘40 Oniy! Requires Some Splicing on inside Edge, 


aie 


RMS7B ‘$425.00 pr. 
RUNNING BOARD INSULATORS. 1937-38 

‘Al Models. ALL NEW MATERIAL! 

4 Needed Per Running Board 

378s Set of 8. $160.00 


HOO REST PADS. 1997-38 6-8 Per C 
HASTE. 4.00 


DASH GLASS, SILK-SCREENED on 

‘Back of GLASS in COLORS a 

(Original 1937... SPEEDO DG-37 
RADIO... AGT 
CLOCK. 03.37 


$38, 
$23 
$28 


$38, 
$23, 
$28 


1838 SPEEDO 0G-38 
RADIO...AG38, 


CLOCK. G38 


PLASTIC DASH KNOBS OK-37(38) $6. 
PLASTIC DOOR HANDLE and Window 
Winder RINGS. HE-37(38), $4 


YR TURK HANDLELOHT MOUNTING 
SEAL ...OH381 


RUMBLE SEAT LATCH 1937-38 
L368. $65 


MOTOR MOUNT, FRONT, All Modis 
ROUND PADS. SP-.338.. $10 pr, 


MOUNT. M347. $28, 00 
FRONT END BUMPERS; 
‘UPPER ALL... UBS79..$ Sea 
LOWER. LBNO... $22.pr 


41937 HUB CAPS. Al Ser... HC... $60. 
16 WHEEL TRIM FINGS-TR-16S.......$89/SET of 4 
1957 or 38 HOOD ORNAMENT... HO-SK....$75. 


‘SOME OTHER ITEMS WE STOCK; BEARINGS, 
DECALS, ENGINE PAINT, DECALS, SHOP 

MANUALS, PARTS BOOKS, BODY BOOKS and MORE 
‘SHIPPING; 10%. max $9. min. $4. Prepaid. COLD. Add $4 


\VISA- MASTERCARD or C.0.D. CATALOG #40 $3.00- PHONE ORDERS - (Write For Catalog) 
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BUICK UPHOLSTERY KITS 


Complete your restoration with an 
authentic Buick interior from Hampton 
Coach. Each kit is made in our own 
upholstery shop to original specs using 
only the finest fabrics and materials. 


Panel Kits, Headlining Kits and Seat 
Upholstery Kits come complete, ready 
to install. 


We presently have kits available for 
many popular Buicks from 1932 to 1953 
and are in the process of adding many 
more. Specific models available for 
1937 and 1938 are as follows: 


* Model 41 « Model 61 
* Model 46 * Model 66 
* Model 46S * Model 66S 
* Model 47 * Model 67 


¢ Mode! 48 (1937 only) 


Guaranteed Quality & Fit 


White or call today for free literature including samples and prices. Please be sure to 
include year and model of your Buick along with your request. 


HAMPTON 


Hampton Coach inc., 70 High Street, P.O. Box 665, Hampton, NH 03842 (603) 926-6341 
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